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ROMANS XIII. 8. 


OWE NO MAN ANY THING BUT TO LOVE ONE 


ANOTHER; FOR HE THAT LOVETH ANOTHER 


HATH FULFILLED THE LAW. 


I is the firſt care of a judicious architect to lay a 
foundation adequate to the ſtrength and mag- 

nitude of the ſuperſtructure he means to rai/e : 

The Church, as a wi/e maſter builder, manifeſts 
the ſame attention in buzlding ub her members, as 
lively ſtones a ſpiritual houſe, upon him who is the liv- 
ing ſtonechoſen of God and precious:* teaching in all- 1 Peter, 
her ſervices, that, other foundation can no man lay PAY 
than that is laid, which is JESUS CHRIST.+ + 1 Cor, iii. 


11, 


Veon this principle, and with this view, ſhe com- 
mences her ſelect ſervices, in their regular annual 
courſe, with Advent Sunday; that we may contemplate 


B as 


1 


as the ground of our hope, Chriſt given for us,F and 
the glorious diſplay of divine Mercy and Grace, in 


his firſt Advent, or appearance in our nature as the 
Redeemer of the World; © the promiſed ſeed of the 


\ Geneſis ii, woman,h who ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent's head.”* 


EFFECTUALLY to impreſs upon our hearts the im- 
portant purpoſe of this his firſt appearing, and the 
indiſpenſable neceſſity of our being made partakers of 


the Benefits which as the Meſhah | he came to be- 
ſtow; ſhe hath brought to our view in the collect for 


this Day, his ſecond Advent, as the judge of quick 
and dead; inſtructing us to pray that his Grace may 


« + This is that beginning of our confidence, which we muſt hold ſtedfaſt unto the 
6 end, if we would be made partakers of Chriſt—It is the ground of a Sin- 
© ner's hope—the Anchor of the ſoul ſure and ſtedſaft,” perfect and immutable in 
its nature, and has the ſame force and fullneſs of divine mercy in all ſtates 
and circumſtances of the Chriſtian warfare. 


* More fully to unfold this promiſe, and to accompliſh this purpoſe of 
divine love, has been the end and deſign, not only of all the different diſ- 
penſations under which the ſons of Adam have lived; and of God's pro- 
vidential government over all the Kingdoms and Empires of the World; 

but of all that has ſince been ſpoken, by God himſelf, by Angels, Prophets 
. or Apoſtles—it is in the viſible church the pillar and ground of truth—the 
touchſtone to detect Error and the principle by which all human ſyſtems 
ſhould be tryed. 


| 4 When Jeſus ſays to the ſons of Zebedee—to fit on my right hand and 


on my left in my Kingdom is not mine to give, does he not mean that in 


this inſtance, they had aſked what had no connection with his Office as 
Bp ſo 


m 4. Mt > 


| 
\ 
3 


19939 


ſo aſſiſt us to caſt away the works of darkneſs, and 
put on the armour of light, now in the time of this 
* mortal life in which he came to viſit us in great 
* humility, that at his ſecond coming in his glorious 
** majeſty to judge the World, we may riſe with him to 
the life immortal:“ And if on the feſtival of the Na- 
tivity our hearts are not in tune to join the Angelic 
Choir in their Anthem of praiſe, it is not that the 
Church hath been wanting, in whatever might have a 
tendency to raiſe in the ſoul, a lively gratitude; or give 
a rational and ſpi ritual fervency to our devotion. 

In conformity to the plan ſhe hath given us, it 
will be neceſſary, to take a view of the firſt and ſe- 
cond Advents of Chriſt, as they are revealed to us 
in the lively Oracles of God. 


the Meſſiah, nor promiſed of him in that Charafter—and had not an inat- 
tention to this, led them fo miſtake and miſapply theſe words of their Maſ- 
ter. If any two of you ſhall agree touching any one thing to aſk it in my 
name, it ſhall be done unto you!“ and are not there many Errors in the 
Church from the ſame Cauſe? How inſtructive the prayer! . make us to love 
the things which thou commandeſt, and to defire that which thou doſt pro- 
mile!” I ye abide in me, ſays Feſus, and my words abide in you—aſk what ye wil 
(dependent on the word that abideth in you) and it ſhall be done unto you. 


+ The ſelect peculiar ſervices for the four Sundays in Advent are wiſely 
calculated to inſpire the mind with a holy chearfulneſs—implant in the 
ſoul a reverential fear, and provoke Chriſtians to.love and to good 
works, 


B 2 IN 


BE a, 


Ix the conſideration of the firſt, we ſhall ſee there 
is not a poſſibility of doubting, on any reaſonable 
ground, the purpoſes of divine Mercy; or that the 
God and Father“ of all ſpirits, wills the happineſs 
of his creatures—though creatures fallen, depraved 
and guilty,——In a view of the ſecond Advent we 
ſhall find it equally impoſſible to preſume on that 
mercy; or to make Chriſt the Miniſter of Sin: ex- 
petting the © benefits of his paſſion” in a future life, 


though ſtrangers to his Grace and Power as a Re- 
deemer in this preſent ſtate of exiſtence. 


WHrn Adam had tranſgreſſed the divine com- 
mand of his Creator, and by tranſgreſſion brought 
death into the world; the unchangeable nature of 
Jehovah was inſtantly manifeſted, and a demonſtra- 


John iv. 8. tion given that * God is Love,” “the Father of Lights 
Jam. i. 1.“ from whom cometh|| every good and perfect gift, 


jn whom is no variableneſs, neither ſhadow of 
„turning; *yeſterday, to- day, and for ever the ſame:” 
for however Sin and diſobedience had degraded the 
human nature, and brought into the ſoul a contrariety 
to the holineſs of the ſupreme Being, © who is of pu- 
rer eyes than to behold evil, and cannot look on 


Very expreſſive is the language of the Church in her Collects for 
Aſh-Wedneſday and Good-Friday, 


iniquity - 
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into the mere ſovereign Will and pleaſure of him who gave his word 


ſpired writer) det him become a fool that he may be wife. 


43 
iniquity;“ yet to the Sinner he appeared a preacher 
of glad tidings of great joy :—he called him when 


oppreſſed with guilt and fear; to promiſe a deliverer; 
to declare the entire humiliation of the Tempter. 


AND however darkly}. this conſolatory Truth was 
revealed, yet was it ſo revealed as to inſpire confi- 
dence :—fallen depraved and guilty, to have looked 
up to God in the abſtratt, even as a Saviour; to 
have expected a reſtoration to forſeited felicity, and 
hope from the Deity, known only in his majeſty and 
power, his glory and holineſs, might have proved too 
great an exerciſe for faith in one thus“ far gone 
from original righteouſneſs:“ but the language of 
mercy ; the publication of the Goſpel in its firſt epi- 


t Why the language of the old Teſtament declaring the recovery of fal- 
len Man is dark and myſterious, may be underſtood without reſolving it 


God's Will flows from his unchangeable goodneſs; © to know the good plea- 
* fure of his Will,” is to know all happineſs, becaule it is to know the work 
of Faith with Power —— And when God ſays to Adam—the feed of the Woman 


fall bruife the ſerpent's head, and no more than this, was it not at once to 


demonſtrate, that though the proofs of a revelation ſhould be addreſſed to 
our reaſon, yet the redemption revealed was not of a nature to be compre- 
hended by rational inveſtigation, or the exertion of human abilities, how- 
ever improved by acquired human knowledge, but would be beſt known 
and underſtood by attending and ſubmitting to its regenerating influence 
upon the heart? - Thus much is however certain the Doctrine of the 
Croſs—was to the Oteeks fooliſineſ. and if any Man will be wife (ſays an in- 


tome, 
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$ Iſaiah 1xi.1 tome, was in terms calculated © to bindh up the bro- 


« ken hearted;” © the ſeed of the woman,” one in 
the human nature; a Saviour partaking of the fall in 
all its envoluntary infirmities, ſhall bruiſe the ſer- 
* pent's head,” repair the breach, and deſtroy the ſa- 
thus © faith came by hearing, f and 
hearing by the word of God:“ it was incontrover- 


Gal. 1 


t Eph. ii. a. tibly in the fulleſt ſenſe of the expreſſion, © the gift} of 
$ Col. ii. 12.“ God,” © a faith of the operation of God,” wrought 


and effected by revealed truth. 


To Abraham was the gracious promiſe of redemp- 
tion renewed in the ſame ſtyle of mercy—* In thy 


«+ ſeed ſhall all the nations of the Earth be bleſſed.” 


From this Period it began to be more clearly re- 
vealed, even 1n the writings of Moſes; in the Pſalms, 


and by the Prophets ſtill more explicitly; and Iſaiah 


mien vii. expreſsly informs us, that * aVirgin* ſhould conceive 
xIV- 9, 6. 4 and bring forth a Son; that he ſhould be called 
wonderful, counſellor, the mighty God, the ever- 


+ Should we not conſider as ſynonimous the following expreſſions—Unte 
you it is given to believe Into you is the word of this Salvation ſent. The Faith 
of Adam could not poſſibly be founded on works of. righteouſneſs that he had 

5 done. And is it not to be lamented, that this active principle of the Soul, 
without which it is impoſſible to pleaſe God, ſhould by human and ſubtle defini- 
tions have been wreſted from its one __ baſis and ſupport, the promiſe 


of God himſelf? 
* laſting 
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« laſting Father, and the Prince of peace; that the 


© government ſhould be upon his ſhoulders, and of 


« the increaſe of his government and peace there 


© ſhould be no end.“ 


«© HE, whoſe works are all wrought in number, 
« weight, and meaſure, bringeth every Event to paſs 
* in its proper ſeaſon. When the fullneſs of time 
* was come which had been decreed in the counſels 
* of the Moſt High, foretold by the Prophets, and 
e ardently deſired by holy Men of old, that the Son 
* of God ſhould be manifeſted to redeem his people 
e from death and to lead them in the path of life ;” 
the Meſſiah, © the feed of the Woman,” the root 
and the offspring of David“ appeared: Upon 
* them that ſat in darkneſs and the ſhadow of death, 
* the light ſhined; © the Sun of righteouſneſs aroſe 
© with healing in his wings;” the Word was 
« made fleſh and dwelt among us, full of Grace 


66 | * + Rev. xxii. 
and Truth. T T 16. 
| Iſaiah ix. 2. 
. y-. . . : Malachi iv. 
In his publick miniſtry, * all bare him witneſs and «. 
| hn i. 4. 
wondered at the gracious words* that proceeded out «1%. 


of his mouth.” His every action denoted benevo- 
lence and Love, to the afflicted, the humble and the 
contrite—his Miracles were all miracles of mercy; 
and the morals he taught muſt in the practice reſtore 


Peace 


1 


peace on earth, good will among men. —All his Diſ- 
courſes were calls to partake of the divine goodneſs 
and favor—and that his ſevereſt reproofs to the 
Scribes and Phariſees were for this end, is evident 
from the compaſſion he breathes for Jeruſalem, when 
rejected as her King; he weeps over the devoted 


Nat. xxiii. city; laments in the moſt pathetict language the 


5 ix. blindneſs and hardneſs of their hearts: and when 


delivered up by his own people to the Gentiles to 
be crucified and ſlain, in his laſt agonies he prays 
Luke xxiii, that they may be forgiven 4 commanding, after his 


'® reſurre&ion, his choſen miſſionaries firſt to preach 
the glad tidings of ſalvation through his Name in 
Luke xxiv, that City. § 
27. 


SUCH was the nature and deſign of the firſt Ad- 
Iſaiah lv. 4. vent of Jeſus, in which he appears as © given *for a 
te witneſs to the people,” © that God willeth not the 
« death of a Sinner, but rather that all ſhould be 
© converted and live: God ſo loved the World, that 
he ſent his only begotten Son into the World, that 
« whoſoever believeth on him ſhould not periſh, but 
© have everlaſting Life:" 


How different his ſecond coming ! When *© the 
“Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from Heaven in flame - 


ing fire with his mighty Angels — not as a Redeemer 
to 
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to preach Peace and Salvation; not to publiſh tid- 
ings of Mercy, and manifeſt his healing Powers; but 
to take vengeance—Vengeance! On whom? Let 
him that heareth underſtand —* On them that know* 
* not God, and that obey not the Goſpel of our 
“Lord Jeſus Chriſt; who {hall be puniſhed with 
« everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence of the 
“Lord, and the Glory of his Power, when he ſhall 


come to be glorified in his Saints, and admired in 
ce all them that believe.“ 


Tux Prophet Daniel, thus deſcribes the awful 
ſcene “ I beheld,” ſays the Prophet, © until the 
* Thrones were caſt down, and the Antient of Days 
did fit, whole garment was white as ſnow, and the 


Can any one point of the Chriſtian Doctrine be of more important 


conſequence? That our eternal Life ſtandeth in the knowledge of God 


we daily acknowledge in the firſt collect for the morning ſervice—and it 
is a truth founded on the cleareſt revelation—this i eternal Life, ſays Jeſus 
himſelf, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jeſus Chrift whom 


thou haſt ſent. 


It is much to be lamented, that the exhortation of the Apoſtle to pray 
with de Spirit, and to pray with the underſtanding alſo, is not regarded as it 
ought, by thoſe who join'in our Lithurgy—and yet out of our own mouths 


will God judge us:—Surely then I may be permitted to repeat, that no 


one point of Doctrine more ſeriouſly claims our attention We ourſelves 
confeſs, that our eternal Life ſtandeth in the knowlgdge of God; and are 
aſſured that Jeſus will come again in his glorious Majeſty to take venge- 
ance on all that know him not, 
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© hair of his head like pure Wool; his Throne was 
« like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire: 
« a fiery ſtream iſſued and came forth from before 
© him; thouſand thouſands miniſtered unto him, 
% and ten thouſand times ten thouſand ſtood before 
* him; the judgment was ſet, and the Books were 
* opened: At that time thy People ſhall be delivered, 
* and every one that ſhall be found written in the 
* Book: And many of them that ſleep in the Duſt 
* of the Earth ſhall awake, ſome to everlaſting Life, 
# Dan, vii * and ſome to ſhame and everlaſting contempt.”+ 

In the Apocalypſe we have an account of the 
conſummation of all things in molt affecting and in- 
ſtructive language. —* I ſaw,” ſays St. John, © a great 
„ white Throne, and him that ſat on it, from whoſe 
* face the Earth and Heavens fled away, and there 
Vas found no place for them: And I ſaw the 
« dead, ſmall and great ſtand before God, and the 
Books were opened, and another Book was open- 
© ed, which is the Book of Life: And the dead were 
* judged out of thoſe things which were written in 
* the books according to their works: And the ſea 
gave up the dead which were in it; and Death 


* and Hell gave up the dead which were in them; 


* and they were judged every man according to their 
* works: and Death and Hell were caſt into the 
lake 


a * 4 > 
4 - 2 8 — 5 p / N 
C IST 8 — 8 AC 
r 4 1 — 1 1 i 2 
Ces > eG 7% * — hw 3 ” 


j 
g 
{ 
1 


119 


i lake of fire, this is the ſecond death; and whoſo- 
te ever was not found written in the book of Life, 


as caſt into the lake of fire. + Revel. xx; 


Tun Redeemer himſelf, foretelling his ſecond 
Advent, adds to the deſcription of the ſcene, the 
nature of Chriſtian Faith as working by Love, and 
evidenceing itſelf by its fruits, not leaving us a pol- 
ſibility of miſtaking either the principle or its 
effect. 


* WHEN the ſon of man ſhall come in his glory, 
* and all the holy Angels with him, then ſhall he fit 
ce upon the Throne of his glory; and before him 
* ſhall be gathered all nations, and he ſhall ſeparate 
* them one from another, as a Shepherd divideth 
* his Sheep from the Goats; and he ſhall ſet the 
“Sheep on his right hand, but the Goats on his 
« left. Then ſhall the King ſay unto them on his 
right hand, come ye bleſſed of my Father inherit 
* the Kingdom prepared for you from the Founda- 
* tion of the World, for I was an hungred and ye 
gave me meat; I was thirſty and ye gave me drink; 
* I was a ſtranger and ye took me in; I was lick 
* and ye viſited me; I was in priſon and ye came 
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# unto me; verily I ſay unto you, inaſmuch as ye 


„did it unto one of the leaſt of theſe my Brethren, 
« ye did it unto me.“ 


* TEN ſhall he ſay alſo unto them on the left 
* hand, Depart from me ye curfed into everlaſting 


© fire, prepared for the Devil and his Angels; for I 


% was 
* See the Appendix. 


There is a pecuhar variation of the lyle i in the ſentences pronounced 


by the Judge of all the Earth, upon thoſe on his right hand, and thoſe on 
his left. 


To the righteous. Come ye bleſſed of my Fatlier.— All Bleſſing flows from 
him, as a free gift—Man can have no claim, but that which dependence 
and helpleſsneſs expect from his Mercy—Yet, ſays the Son of God, in- 
herit the Kingdom prepared for you, before the Foundation of the World,—God 
who is Love, willeth from eternity Bleſſings to the human Race; and 
only Bleſſings. 

To the wicked—Go ye curſed, not of my Father no curſe flows from 
the Father of Mercies, and God of all conſfolation—the curſe is the reſult 
of choice, and the everlaſting, fire, prepared not for Man, but for the 
Devil and his Angels,—A fatanic nature muſt neceſſarily partake of ſata- 
nic miſery; but Bleſſing and Curſe are ſet before us, 

In the goth Chapter of Ifaiah, appointed as a Leſſon in the fourth 
Sunday in Advent, is the following remarkable paſſage. —Tophet is ordain- 
ed of old ; yea for the King it is prepared he hath made it deep and large ; the 
pile thereof is fire and much wood ; the breath of the. Lord like a ftream of brimſtone 
doth kindle it. But doth this declare any more than that nature ſeparated 
from God is Hell ?—The Day of Salvation paſt; Mercy finally rejected; 
the fallen prineiple—the fleſh—the carnal mind intirely predominant; 
God, who ſhall Judge the World in righteouſneſs, and the people with 
equity, pronounces the final ſentence, go ye curſed into everlaſting fire 

prepared for the Devil and his Angels,—In that inſtant, Nature is left 
: without 
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te was an hungred and ye gave me no meat; I was 


* thirſty and ye gave me no drink; naked and ye 
« clothed me not; fick and in priſon and ye viſited 
* me not; verily I ſay unto you, inaſmuch as ye did 
«* it not unto one of the leaſt of theſe my Brethren, 
ye did it not unto me; and thele ſhall go away into 
* everlaſting puniſhment, but the righteous into 
Life eternal. + 


How many important and practical truths hath 
the Church in her collect for this Day, brought to 
our view, as demanding our moſt ſerious confidera- 
tion !—The ſame Wiſdom diretts her through the 
the whole.. 


To lay a foundation, to ere& a ſuperſtructure, 
all impediments muſt be removed: Becauſe of tranſ- 
greſſion a Law had been added, not only ſubſequent 
to the - promiſe made to Adam, but four hundred 
years after its renewal to Abraham: It had been 


without God by the very ſentence, ſtyled by the Prophet, the 
breath of the Lord, Tophet is kindled; the principle choſen and 


. adhered to, | burſts forth in all its deſponding horrors and gloomy 


fire; the ſmoke of their torment aſcendeth the blackneſs of darkneſs over- 
ſhadows them; and the ſecond death prevails—Deeper it becometh not 
man's underſtanding, weak and finite to enquire: ſecret things belong unto 
the Lord—let the language of revelation be humbly acquieſced in, and let 
us truſt the God of infinite power, who is light without darkneſs, and 


love in the abſtract, with the accompliſhment of his own will, and the 


added 


manifeſtation of that mercy which endureth for ever. 


+ Matt, xxv; 


31. 


al. iii. 16. 
Rom. iii. 2 o. 
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added, not for the purpoſe of giving Life, or to 
make the promiſe of non- effect, but that by the 
Law might be the knowledge of Sin, and the Law 
itſelf become our ſchool-maſter to bring us unto 

Chriſt. 5 | 
Fo our inſtruction and confirmation in this lead- 
ing truth of revelation, Leſſons are appointed 
for Advent Sunday, in which we are taught the in- 
ſufficiency of the Jewiſh rituals, or the Moſaic diſ- 
penſation in all its parts, for any purpoſes of Salva- 
tion: that they were in themſelves altogether mefh- 
cacious, for it was not poſſible that the Blood of 
Bulls and of Goats ſhould take away Sin; and ſo 
entirely had the ſons of Jacob perverted the diſpen- 
ſation given by Moſes, that their ſolemn Aſſemblies 
were become an Abomination : 'The Jewiſh polity 
was in total diſorder ; the whole head was fick, the 
whole heart faint; from the crown of the head, to 
the ſole of the foot, it was only wounds, and bruiſes, 
and putrifying ſores, beyond a poſſibility of cure or 
relief; and unleſs a ſmall remnant had been left in 
Iſrael, looking beyond the vail of types and ſhadows, 
and expecting the fulfilment of the promiſe made 
to their Fathers, their abuſe of the external rites of 
their religion, and the violation of its precepts would 
have drawn upon them as ſevere and total a deſtruc- 
tion as was experienced by Sodom and Gomorrah. 
GOD 
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Gop, by his Prophet, having ſhewn them their to- 
tal depravity in the abuſe even of their religion it- 
ſelf, and declared to them in the moſt explicit 
terms, the impoſſibility of deriving help or comfort 
from it; he then calls their attention to a more per- 
fect and glorious diſpenſation; he takes away the 
old that he may eſtabliſh the new covenant; he ex- 
plains and enforces repentance; addreſſes them as 
reaſonable beings; informs them he can yet forgive 
their ſins and blot out their iniquities; aſſuring them 
he will one day avenge himſelf of his adverſaries, to- 
tally deſtroy Pride and Idolatry, and reſtore and 
eſtabliſh pure and undefiled religion in his Church.“ 


Tuus prepared to bear the luſtre of that grace 
and truth which came by Jeſus Chrift, it burſts forth, 


if I may be allowed the expreſſion, in the bright- 


neſs and power of that * holineſs, without which 
no man ſhall ſee the Lord.“ Owe no man any 
* thing but to love one another.“ 


To bruiſe the Serpent's head, to annihilate the 
Empire of Satan in the Soul, who as the God of 


this World, t and the Prince of the Power of the fa cor. iv. 
Air, ruleth in the hearts of the Children of diſobe- + 


* A ſerious peruſal of the Leſſons, Epiſtles, and Goſpels, for the four 
Sundays in Advent can ſcarcely fail to throw much light upon the mind 


reſpecting the nature and acquirements of the Chriſtian religion. 
| dience 


g | ( 16 ) 
. i 4 Epheſ. ii. diencek—to caſt down imaginations, and every high 
* 5 thing chat exalteth itſelf againſt the knowledge of 
| {2 Cor. x. 4. God,|| and to create us anew in the Image of God, 
115 + Epheſ. iv. which is righteouſneſs and true holineſs; g was the 
16 Feen purpoſe for which Meſſiah the Prince appeared; 
if this effect of his coming, is, in its nature and pow- 
mil er expreſſed in the words choſen for the Text, 
N 5 with which the Church begins the Epiſtle, ſelected 


.. with ſuch wiſdom and propravy for Advent 
$440 — 


Gen no Man any thing but Love: Let no prin- 
ciple poſſeſs the Soul, or rule in the Mind; Let no 
paſſion predominate or reign but that of Charity 
divine,“ for he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in 

John iv. 2. God, and God in him, for God is Love. 


Is not this expreſsly ſaying, though in other words, 
Let all bitterneſs, and wrath, and clamor, and 
te evil ſpeaking be put away, with all malice, and be 
* ye kind one to another, forgiving one Wo, as 


* Epheſ, iv. God for Chriſt's ſake hath forgiven you.“ 


we * That nothing ſhort of this diſpoſition of ſoul is religion—and that 


nothing under any appearance whatever can be ſubſtituted for it, or be 
accepted ,before God, is taught in every page of the Goſpel—and it is 
matter of aſtoniſhment, how any who read that Goſpel can reſt ſatisfied 
with any thing below the attainment of this ſacred principle would not a 
frequent peruſal of the igth Chapter of the firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians 
have a tendency to awaken the mind from its fatal lethargy ? 
NEVER 
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Never could this Doctrine have been more pro- 

perly enforced than on this Day, when we are con- 

hdering the firſt Advent of Jeſus, © coming down 

* from Heaven for us Men and for our Salvation,” 

* He came to ſeek thoſe that were loſt;h to ſave; Luke xis, 
them that were ready to periſh;—* In this was the 1%. 
Love of God manifeſted, that while we were yet 
Sinners and Enemies to God by wicked works, 
* Chriſt died for us; for this end was he born; for f Col. i. »:. 


je; Rom. v. 1. 
this cauſe came he into the world, not to condemmn 
* the world, but that the world through him might 


te be ſaved.” © Be ye therefore, ſays the Apoſtle, 
* followers or imitators of God as dear Children, 
* and walk in Love,” (direct your every ſtep by its 
light and influence) © even as Chriſt alſo hath loved 
* us, and given himſelf for us an offering and a ſacri- 
* fice to God as a ſweet ſmelling Saviour.”\ John iii. 1. 


Walk in love This is the Wiſdom that is from* * James iii, 
above, which is firſt—pure—a chaſte and unmixed 
principle, free from duplicity in its deſires and in- 
tentions, not ſeeking the honor that cometh of men, 
but the honor that cometh of God only||—and then, Epheſ. v. u, 
as its inſeperable attendant grace, peaceable; actuat- 
ed by one principle; having but one end and aim 
in all its purſuits; regulated by that * ſingleneſs of 
eye which maketh the whole body full of light, T it Matt. vi, 


22, 


D intentionally 
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intentionally giveth no real cauſeF of offence in any 
thing, but puttęth on gentleneſs, meekneſs, and hum- 
bleneſs of mind; is patient towards all men, and 
eaſy to be entreated, when offended by others; ready 
to forgive every injury—full of mercy and good works, 
doing all poſſible good to every creature, without 
partabity, without ypocri 05 in the excrete of this 
ſacred principle: 


+ John ail, Tu Morality + taught, and the hopes ſet before 


us by the Goſpel, have a ſuperiority beyond com- 
pariſon, over all the ſyſtems given to the world by 
the wiſeſt Philoſophers, any Age or Country have 


7 In Coloſſians the gd Chapter, where the Apoſtle is ſtrongly incul- 
cating this doctrine of patient forbearing love; there occurs in our tran- 
lation, verſe 13, this ſingular expreſſion, If any man have a Quarrel 
againſt any—Quarrel is a rough word, and conveys a rough Idea, nor 


does it appear poſſible to bring it into any analogy with the Doctrine of 


the Goſpel—but if the original, which occurs but this once in the new 


Teſtament had been rendered as it ought—cauſe or ground of complaint, we 


muſt have ſeen and admired its force,—for ſuch is the ignorance of the 
human mind—ſo ſtrong are human prejudices—fo liable are we to miſap- 
prehenſion and miſtake, that without any Error in the Will, real cauſe of 
blame and complaint may, in our preſent weak and imperfett ſtate, too 
frequently ariſe—but ſo far from permitting theſe things to foment Quarrels, 
in every ſuch inſtance, ſays the inſpired Writer—annthilate the very poſ- 
fibility of a Quarrel, by forgiving one another, as God for Chriſt's ſake 
hath forgiven you, 

+ It has been very juſtly remarked by Chriſtian Writers, that the Mo- 
rality of the Goſpel is in itſelf a demonſtration of the divinity of its au- 
thor, 


produced; 
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pr roduced: * A new Commandment,” ſays Jeſus— 


new both to Greeks and Jews—l give unto youd 34. 


for I ſay unto you Love ye your Enemies, 
« bleſs them that curſe you; do good to them that 
hate you, and pray for them that deſpitefully uſe 
te you, and perſecute you—avenge not yourſelves; 
e If thine Enemy hunger feed him, if he thirſt give 
« him drink.—Be ye merciful as your Father who is 
© in Heaven is merciful, who maketh his ſun to ſhine 
*.9n the evil and the good, ſendeth his rain on the 


* Juſt and on the unjuſt, and is kind to the evil and 
te the unthankful; fo ſhall ye be the Children of the 


« Higheſt; and in keeping this new commandment 


« find a great reward,” * 


AND was it thus to write his perfect Law of Love 


and Liberty} upon the Heart, that the Son of God, t Jamesi. 25 


It is I believe univerſally allowed, that all the Sages of Greece and Rome 
have failed in giving a compleat Syſtem of Ethics: How is it then ac- 


counted for by thoſe who reje& revelation, as ſuch, that a Man of mean 


birth, unlettered, and followed by a few illiterate. iſhermen, altogether 
uhacquainited with the learning of the Schools, ſhould have eſſected that, 


in which the Wiſdom of all Ages in all parts of the world had ſo evidently 
and confeſſedly failed? 


Can a precept be added to the Chriſtian Code, can one be taken from 
it, without producing evil and diſorder P Can the Chriſtian Morals be 


practically obſerved without a conſcious reſt and peace in the obſervance? 
Could they be univerſally praftiſed without reſtoring happineſs to the 
World?—From what Wiſdom could ſo perfect a ſyſtem of Morality 


flow ? 
De the 


Matt. v. 394 
Luke vi. 25. 
Pſalm xix. 


John Riii. 


11. 


2, 21. 


— — " 
— 
* — ——— 
— — — — — — — 


— 
— a 4 


re | — d 
"PSI — 
r PPP ee A I rr on o— 


( 20 ) 


the Redeemer of the World appeared! Was it for 
this End he made himſelf of no reputation, and be- 
came poor, that we through his Poverty might thus 
be made rich ! Well then might the Angelic Choir; 
Angels, Cherubim, and Seraphim ; Thrones, Domi- 
nions, Principalities, and Powers ; the multitude of 
the heavenly hoſt; the whole hierarchy. of Heaven, 
Join in one grand Chorus at his Birth“ Glory to 


* God in the higheſt, on Earth Peace, good Will 
j Lukeii.14. towards Men. 


By the Advent of Jeſus an everlaſting righteouſ- 

+ Daniel ix.neſs is brought into the Church of God; a Diſpen- 
* ſation takes place that admits of no change; a reli- 
gion is eſtabliſhed that allows but one principle of 

action, no intermiſſion in its exerciſe; no exception 


Fx cor. xvi. in its objects. All things are to be done with Charity. & 


9 That Love © without which all our doings are no- 


thing worth, and whoſoever liveth is counted dead 


before God that Charity, the very bond of peace 


+ Gal. v. aa. and of all virtues, which is © the fruit of the ſpirit,” + 


and can only be * ſhed abroad” in the heart of Man, 

|| Rom. v. z. by the Holy Ghoſt given unto him,“ is to be the 

grand maſter paſſion of the ſoul; Jefus Chriſt our 

* Matt, xi, One only Exemplar ;* and the mercy of our heavenly 

29. Father towards his Creatures, the ſole rule of our 
Conduct towards all Men. 


} See the Collect for Quinquagefima Sunday, 
AND 


6 


Ap have the Pens of any of the Race of Adam 
been employed to invalidate the Proofs that this re- 
ligion came from God! Is not its own intrinſic ex- 
cellence a demonſtration of its divine original, were 
the proofs to our reaſon defective? But to our rea- 
ſon alſo hath the condeſcenſion of its author grant- 
ed ſufficient evidence, nor did ever any Man, who 
ſeriouſly and fully examined that evidence in all its 
parts, find a poſſibility of rejecting it, upon princi- 
ples of reaſon, as inconcluſive. 


+ Unhappily Men diſtinguiſhed by the name and character of free-thinkers, 
ſatisfy themſelves too general ly with theſubtle diſquiſitions and refined ſ pe cu- 
lations. of the avowed Enemies of the Goſpel but this is as uncandid and 
unreaſonable, as it is to bring arguments againſt the truth of Chriſtianity, 
founded only on the Conduct and Enthuſiaſm of its profeſſors For inſtance, 
what have the Cruſades, or the wild zeal of thoſe who engaged in them? 
Or the cruel perſecutions that have. unhappily prevailed in Countries 
called Chriſtian, to do with the truth and holineſs of the religion of Chriſt? 


To ſcreen Infidelity under ſuch a ſubterfuge, is unworthy a Man of 
Reaſon, who ſhould trace effects to their Cauſe.— Ihe truth of the Gol 
pel muſt by itſelf be tried, and by itſel{—in its own purity and the 
ſtrength and force of its. evidence mult it ſtand, or fall, Had Cruſades 
and Perſecutions occurred in every Century, they could not afford any 
ſolid argument againſt the truth of Chriſtianity; nor could they be admit- 
ted as invalidating the authority of a divine revelation, 


On the other hand, it is a weakneſs in its advocates to dęfend truth 


by human ſyſtems, or argue in its ſupport in the terms of human Jargon, 
or the perplexed definitions of Men,—A procedure that has afforded much 


cauſe for triumph to the Diſputers of this World, and the Enemies of the Croſs. 
of Chriſt. ; | 
Bur 
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Bur whence the Cauſe that Men ſhould wiſh to 
invalidate that which alone can, and which infallt- 
bly does, connect exiſtence and happine/s? That they 
ſhould deſire and aim to undermine and deſtroy that 
religion, which confirms and ſecures the peace of 
Society—inſpires each individual withaſpirit of chear- 
ſulneſs - gives a tenfold enjoyment to all the Bleſ- 
ſings of Providence, and alleviates in no ſmall degree 
the many trials and calamities, inſeperable from this 
ſtate of weakneſs and. mortality? Read the Epiſtle 
for the Day, and the queſtion is anſwered. 


* Owe no man any thing but to love one another, 
* for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the Law, 
becauſe Love worketh no ill to its Neighbour—lt vi- 
olates, no civil, relative, or ſocial Duty—it ſeeketh not 
its own—vaunteth not itſelf, is not puffed up—doth 
not behave itſelf unſeemly is not provoked,+ but 


ſuffereth long, and is kind, bearing and enduring all 
things, | 


+ Can the inſertion of the adverb eafily by our tranſlators be at all juſtified? 
or can it be admitted without incurring the cenſure of adding to the word 
of God? the context—and indeed the whole tenour of the Goſpel allows 
not of it —it deſtroys the ſorce, power, and ſpirit of the Apoſtles argu- 
ment through the whole Chapter :—and wherefore ſhould any Man wiſh 
to palliate or excuſe what is wrong—rather let us ſtrive to grow in grace, 
and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


IT 
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IT walks honeſtly as in the Day, not in rioting 
and drunkeneſs, not in chambering and wantonneſs, 
not in ſtrife and envying—it knows no plea for anger, 
malice, or revenge, no excule for the retaliation of 
injuries, nor makes proviſion for the fleſh to fulfil 
the luſts thereof but puts on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
learning of him to be meek and lowly in heart, as the 
one only poſſible way of finding his promiſed reſt to 
the ſoul, or of obtaining that peace which paſſeth all 


underſtanding, and keeps the heart and mind 
through Chriſt Jeſus.+ + Phill, iv. 7. 
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PRI D; in all its forms—/en/ualtty in all its work- 
ings Attachment to the World in its riches, honors, 
or pleaſures; all that is of the World, the Luſt of 
the Fleſh, © the Luſt of the Eye, and the Pride of Lite,” 
| unitedly combine to work in the human heart a re- 
jection of the Prince of Life and Peace, where, if re- 
} ceived, it muſt be to reign and rule in his temper, 
ſpirit, and by his Laws—acknowledged and obeyed 
as the Prophet, Prieſt, and King of his Church; 
mult we not then admit 1t as a Proof of Wildom and 
knowledge in the Compilers of our Liturgy, that they 
have enforced this day upon our mind and practice 
theSpirit and preceptsof the Goſpel, by callingour At- 
tention to a future judgment? None can then riſe to 
the Life immortal, who in the time of this mortal Life, 


have 
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have not caſt away the works of darkneſs, and put 

on the Armour of Light. -No Man can love his 

ſecond appearing, or then receive from him the 

Crown of righteouſneſs, who has not fought the 

good fight, and been made more than Conqueror 

+ 2 Timothy through him. None can then enter the Kingdom 
Rom. vii. of Heaven, who have not been born again, or re- 
+ John ini. z. ceived a new nature from above. None can enjoy 
8 v. the Glory promiſed by the Goſpel, who have reject- 

ed the ſpirit and precepts of the Goſpel No 

Man's pretenſions to the Love of God will be allow- 

ed, who has ſhut up the Bowels of his compaſſion 

againſt the wants and neceſſities of his fellow crea- 

tures, neglecting the Redeemer of the World in the 


* x John iii, Perſons of his ſuffering members upon Earth.*— 


19s None can partake the benefit of God's pardoning 


Matt. XXV. | | . 
41. Grace and Mercy, who have not from their hearts 


forgiven every one his Brother their treſpaſſes—not 
| Matt,xviii, Only ſeven times, but ſeventy times ſeven.|| 
21, 
Wu a glorious view of Chriſtianity—what a 
compendium of religion have we this Day given us 
in the ſervices of our Church with what clearneſs 


Upon a ſerious, unprejudiced, and candid Examination, the Church 
of England may probably be found the beſt Commentator upon the ſa- 
cred volume, and her Liturgy, and appointed Leſſons, Epiſtles, and 
Goſpels, to afford the moſt perfect Syſtem of Divinity, doctrinal, and 
Practical, that has yet been offered to the World, 


and 
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and force hath ſhe addreſſed both our underſtand- 
ings and our hearts! Faith and Holineſs—Privilege 
and ' Duty—Promiſe and Precept—Obedience and 
its End are inſeperably united—And in the Con- 
templation of the Advents of Jeſus, (in whom 
dwelt all the fullneſs of the Godhead bodily) we 
are conſtrained to acknowledge that © Mercy and 


Truth have met together, Righteouſneſs ang Peace 
have ki ed each other, * | Pa. lxxxv. 


10. 


The Reader is deſired to corte dome Errors i in the pointing, ans a 
ew ent in the marginal references. 


mn Page 17, line 1 ms Saviour read . 
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Ir is with great ſatisſaQion the Writer can ob- 
ferve, chat although Benevolence and Compaſſion 
have ever been a diſtinguiſhing Characteriſtic of the 
Engliſh Nation, to which her many ſpacious edifi- 
des for the relief of diſtreſs in every form, and the 
generous manner in which they are ſupported bear 


teſtimony, yet never perhaps was the hand of 


Mercy ſtretched forth to more beneficial and chriſ- 
tian purpoſes, than in the preſent day. 


Tux providential Ruler of the Univerſe has given 
us reſt in all our Borders, and as a Nation, we are 
raiſed from a gloom and deſpondency, to a degree 
of Credit beyond the expectation of the moſt ſan- 
guine:— Happy for Mankind when the Promiſe of 
this Day's f. Leſſon ſhall be fulfilled, and all the 
Kingdoms of the Earth ſhall know the Power of the 


Advent of the Prince of Peace, beat their ſwords 
into plow ſhares, and their ſpears into pruning 


hooks; nation no more lifting up ſword againſt na- 
tion, neither learning War any more. 


+ Ifaiah ad. 4th. i ſt. Leſſon for afternoon ſervice or Advent 
Sunday, 
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Lr us inthe mean time rejoice that the preſent ſea« 
ſon of tranquillity is improved to the glory of him, 
who hath beſtowed the ineſtimable Bleſſing, and that a 
Charity, moſt likely to be of general advantage, is 
extending itſelf through every county in England ;— 
What muſt be the glow of happineſs in his breaſt, 
to whoſe benevolent plan and generous, as well as 
pious exertions, the nation probably owes its higheſt 


future internal excellence and proſperity, and tens 
of thouſands their everlaſting felicity. 


IT is needleſs to ſay, mat this remark alludes to 
the Sunday Schools, firſt eſtabliſhed by Mr. Raikes 
of Glouceſter—already more than one hundred? 


| thouſand children are admitted into theſe Schools; 


and it afforded a moſt ſincere pleafure to hear that 
they have been ſtrongly recommended to encou- 
ragement and ſupport, by the Judges in their Cir- 
cuits, as a very probable means of decreaſing the 
number. of thoſe unhappy Men who pay. an early: 
forfeit of their Lives to. the violated Laws of their. 
Country; it having been frequently acknowledged 
by themſebves, that an idle and diffipated manner 
of ſpending the Sunday, was the firſt ſtep in the 
road of infamy and ruin. 

* This Account me Writer received from one who he believes well 


acquainted with the. faſt, znd who is generouſiy engaged iv promoting 
the laudable defi gn, | 9 
U 


(i) 

Bur independent of this view (however import- 
ant from the alarming increaſe of the moſt daring 
robberies, and of. horrid cruelty in the Robbers) 
very good effects have been already obſerved ;—to 
confirm theſe favourable accounts, from perſonal 
knowledge, the Writer can happily ſay, that in the 
Schools falling immediately under his own Care, 
the ſucceſs has exceeded all he could have hoped 
for, both as to Parents and Children; reſpecting 
the latter, he has ſeen entirely obviated the very 
plauſible objection, that what little knowledge they 
could acquire in one day's :inſtruftion, they would 
loſe in the courſe of the week, and has had full 
proof that much uſeful knowledge'may be acquired 


by a diligent appropriation. of 2 on of their 
time for that purpoſe. 
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8 Taz Plan, in the Writer's opinion, may be en- 
larged to the attainment of more valuable ends than 
were at firſt expected or intended; and its benefits 
extended, not only to the Objects of the Charity, 
but to the nation at large, in alleviating the evil we 
at preſent labour under, of an enormous poor's rate, 
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Tux price of the neceſſaries of Life, has for ſome 
years been advancing; to advance the price of la- 
bour in proportion, was ren e labouring 

poor 
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poor ſaw but little probability of living in any de- 
gree of comfort, and they naturally ſunk down 
into an indolent deſpondency, which muſt ever pre- 
vent exertions to riſe ſuperior to the difficulties of 
their ſituation; and from this cauſe, the neceſſary. 
uſeful and valuable part of the people have become 
a moſt heavy weight upon the Farmer, the Tradeſ- 
man, and the Mechamick—I ſay our labouring 
hands—for it cannot be ſuppoled that a ſum exceed- 
ing four Millions, t (more than double the Land 
Tax) excluſive of the many publick and private 
Charities, ſhould be necef/ary to maintain the ſuper- 
annuated and inſirm. 


* SINCE the eſtabliſhment of theſe Schools in the 
Pariſhes, where the Writer has been called by the 
Duties of his ſtation to take an active part, a moſt 
pleaſing change has been experienced, 


WHEN the Father of a numerous family is to 
perform impoſſibilities, a deviation into a conduct 
the very reverſe of induſtry, care, and ſobriety is 
not very uncommon; miſapplying to very fad pur- 

+ If we may credit the public prints—the Aſſeſſment for the relief of 


the Poor, in the year, 1784—amounted to four millions three hundred 


thouſand pounds—while every town, village, and publick road is 
thronged with beggars. Surely it is poſlible to effect ſome change—and 


if poſſible all muſt ſubſcribe to the abſolute neceſſity of it. 
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poſes a conſiderable {hare of their ſcanty pittance— 
Aſſiſt them, maniſeſt a compaſſionate attention to 
their Wants, and it is a motive and excitement to 
induſtry and frugalityf—once encourage the Poor 
to become induſtrious and frugal, and we have 
made an important advance for the reduction of 


the poor's rate. 


Tur this is ſomething more than ſpeculation, 
has been ſtrongly exemplified in two. Pariſhes in this 
County, where Sunday Schools have been opened 
for near one hundred and. fifty Children - and the 
Parents having received particular encouragement, 
to be diligent in ſending them regularly and at early 
hours zt it has produced not only this, but many 
other deſirable ends, and has raiſed in them an emus . 
lation to ſend them as decent as their poverty would 

admit; to do all, was impratticable—help them, and 
hy will exert themſelves as they are able. 


} There will every where be found ſome few Perſons ſo incorrigibly 

bad as to poſſeſs hearts inſenſible to every kindneſs—but are not there 
D Laws which put in force for the correction of drunkenneſs, profancneſs, 
and idleneſs, might prove a t even upon the moſt abandoned in 


principle. 


7 Though theſe Schools were opened in the depth of Winter, and, 
V many of the Childyen have more than two Miles to Walk very few 
have been abſent, except ee by iekneſs, 0 or ſome n 


Cauſe, 
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To extend the Advantages to theſe Schools in 
general, in the fame degree as is practiced in the Pa- 
riſhes alluded to, would certainly prove an additional 
expence in ſupporting theſe Schools, but not an in- 
creaſe of our burden; as it can ſcarcely be doubted 
but it will ſoon prove a means of reducing the poor's 
rate in a very conſiderable degree. . 


Tur little good reſults from this now almoſt 
infupportable Tax, is a truth univerſally acknow- 
ledged—but let us realize to our Ideas—three or 
four hundred thouſand Children of our peaſantry, 
and the working hands in our various manufaRories, 
en part fed and clothed} employed as much as poſſi- 
ble in uſeful labour in the week; early habituated 
to Induſtry ; and contributing to their own ſupport; 
on the Sunday—checked in the natural propenſities 
of the mind to evil;—gathered from the ſtreets, 
lanes, and roads; brought together for the moſt 
valuable purpoſe; inſtructed in the principles and 
morality of the Goſpel; its leading truths and prac- 


tical doctrine explained and enforted; - accuſtomed 


to be clean in their perſons and dreſs; regularly 
um public worſhip; ; and the Parents them- 

+ This muſt in a-greatdegtee prevent the frequent applications to Pa- 
riſh Offers by really ſuperſeding the neceſſity of ſuch applications 


and all the money thus expended we know is applyed to its pouyer uſe, 
and a real benefit accrues from it, 


ſelves 


— — -— 2 — 
2 = . _— * 
— 1 
3 TT—TK—— eo ror =o wo —— — — — 
8 > 


6 
ſelves in many inſtances enabled, encouraged, and 


inclined to attend to this Duty alſo. And all at the 
Expence of not more than half a Million to the 


publick (not one eighth of our preſent poor's rate, 


and with the greateſt probability of reducing that 
rate in no ſmall degree) let us realize, I repeat, to 
our Ideas, theſe happy effects, and what boſom will 
not burn to engage in the Labour of Love! 

THrarT numberleſs Evils are prevented in the pre- 
vention of Children idly ſpending the Sunday, none 
can deny—great advantages, may be more than 
hoped for—ſurely then, none aſſuming the Chriſtian 
Name, or the Character of a Friend to his Country, 
can liglitly raiſe objections to rendering as uleful as 
pollible inſtitutions ſo excellent, and fo worthy of 
every encouragement—the Sum of half a million 
upon the whole Kingdom is in fact a trifle when 
compared with the advantages that may be derived. 
Io aſſiſt in clothing the Poor it has been found 
upon experience to be a much more beneficial Cha- 
rity to enable them to buy at a cheap rate, than ab- 
ſolutely to give, as it not only encourages to be 
induſtrious and frugal by rendering every penny of 
| 1 importance; ; 
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(viii) 
importance; but alſo to be very careful of what 
they ſo obtain.“ 


Tux returning from the Church to the School, 
and continuing the whole Day under the Teachers E- 
Eye has in it too many advantages, not to raiſe a 
deſire to render it practicable; advantages too ob- 
vious to need any particular notice here. 


Morivzs to ſave for ſo charitable a purpoſe, 
and to promote ſo deſireable an end, at leaſt from 


the luxuries of Life—from the pomps and vanities | 
of this wicked world, ſo ſolemnly renounced in our 


baptiſmal covenant—or even from the Comforts 
of Life, need not be urged on thoſe who conſider 
for what purpoſe the Son of God came into the 
World, or have read with Attention his own Ac- 


count of a future Judgment and a Day of retri- 
bution. 


* In theſe Schools Care ſhould be taken to improve in every poſlible 
way the Benevolence of their friends—by checking an unhappy propen- _ 
ſity to finery, ſo frequently ſhewn by the very pooreſt, in decoration with 
dirty gauzes, and gaudy ribbons; —and by inculcating that plainneſs, neat- 
neſs, and ſimplicity adapted to their humble ſtation ;—and it is ſcarcely _. 
credible at how ſmall an expence a family of Children may be made de- 
cent and comfortable: In every experiment a fuller proof is afforded that 
we want nothing but a generous and chriſtian exertion through the King- 
dom, to give a degree of general proſperity and univerſal comfort hitherto 
unknown—and that not at an expence, but a ſaving to the Nation, 
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